
Our Achievement 
 

x� At time of going to press Stanton Bridge’s Contextual Value Added 
score (CVA) had just been judged as the best in the local authority – 
a great achievement!  

 
 

x� Internal tracking demonstrates that the large majority of classes are 
now making good to outstanding progress across Reading, Writing 
and Maths. School data shows increased accelerated pupil progress 
for year on year cohorts. 10 out of the 12 classes are demonstrating 
'good progress' (80% or more of the children making more than 3 APS 
in the core areas). The school is confident this will have long term im-
pact on standards and attainment. 

 
 

x� Attendance has also improved; In Autumn 2010 there were 54         
children with 100% attendance and this increased to 131 children in 
the Spring Term 2011. In Spring 2010 attendance figures were 92%; 
they were on track to meet LA expectations of 96% (May 2011) 

 
 

x� Throughout the school there has been an increase in teachers        
working in much more collaborative ways, not just with lesson         
planning but also in areas such as the Parent Partnership Assessment. 
At the end of each creative theme/project there were sharing          
sessions where parents and community members were invited to come and not only celebrate the work and be 
part of it. These closer links with parents and community led to the school being awarded the Leading Parent 
Partnership Award (LPPA). This is a national award and they are the first primary school in Coventry to achieve 
this status.  

The                       effect... 

Fully embracing a creative approach to teaching and learning 
 

“The outcomes from our project have shown that creative approaches have a             
significant impact on improving basic skills.  Both teaching creatively and teaching for 
creativity has enabled our children to enjoy their learning and experience of school.  
This is because they now have the opportunity and freedom to apply new skills in a 
range of contexts and deepen them further.” 

Nicole Fowles, Deputy Headteacher & School Coordinator 

Stanton Bridge Primary School, 
Coventry 

The Feedback 

“The learning that takes place now is a lot more purposeful and because of this the children are calmer...'“    
                                                                                                                                                                                Class teacher 
 

“Behaviour has improved dramatically. Twelve months ago I spent all of the dinner time 'fire-fighting' - dealing with 
children who were showing very challenging behaviour. This term I have not had been called to a single fight”                
                                                                                                                                                                                    Dinner lady 

www.cre8us.org.uk 



“.......the creative work the children have been doing is truly magical. I witnessed the sparkle in the children as 
they were engrossed in the story and processes that evolved from it....'     pupil’s mum  
 
 

92% of teachers said that Creative Partnerships had enhanced their confidence to try new things and to 'have a 
go” 
 
 

96% of staff said that involvement with Creative Partnerships had changed the language they use when talking 
about creativity and 92% said it had changed their practice and organisation within the classroom. 
 
 

“The school is a dynamic place to work”      Juliet Fry (creative practitioner). 

The Cre8us Effect …  
at Stanton Bridge Primary School:  
‘The Creative Bridge to Success’ 

 

The main focus for the programme was to test how a creative        
approach to learning and teaching could enable children to           
embed and apply the basic skills they were developing, in order to 
raise standards and enjoyment of learning. Staff wanted to share 
and widen their developing understanding of the most effective 
creative learning pedagogies and with this knowledge worked collaboratively with creative consultants to     
develop their own curriculum which responded to pupils’ interests, offered quality-learning experiences and met 
individual needs. All pupils were involved in consultation workshops to explore and articulate what interested 
them in learning. 
 

A series of project-like interventions, led by creative practitioners, developed use of space, increased the         
creative use of ICT and modelled/supported staff to test innovative practice and take risks in order to engage 
learning. These included Juliet Fry (Playhouse Theatre) working in Yr 2 with a focus on drama and storytelling; She 
used the traditional story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ developing and adapting it with the children so that Little 
Red Riding Hood's mum opened up a toy shop in the forest and the children decided they wanted to make and  
design their own toys to sell in it. They helped Mrs Hood build the shop in the classroom, they designed the toys, 
decorated them, labelled them, priced them, decided how they were going to be played with, who they were 
for....and then sold them. 
 

EYFS outdoor provision was a school improvement focus and so a project, with theatre practitioner Tracie Farren 
and visual artist Barbara Jones, in the summer term engaged teachers, children and creative practitioners to 
transform the outdoor area into a creative space to excite and inspire children. They used the book ‘Mabel’s 
Magical Garden’ as the starting point for developing a shared ownership of the outdoor area. Exciting multi-
sensory resources, mostly natural and recycled materials, were offered outdoors for children to develop their 
own story ideas and interests and to stimulate language, curiosity and imagination. Other stories were             
introduced and through the story-telling and drama children imagined and met different characters and took 
on role-play as those characters, developing their confidence and expressive skills.  
 

Pupil use of ICT was a previous Ofsted development point and so a project in Year 5 was developed, building on 
previous work, driven by pupil voice and supporting the development of the creative curriculum. Film-maker 
Christopher Bradley (interviewed by both staff and children) supported the children to create an animation that 
went on to achieve first place in the Coventry Digital Animation Awards for KS2. 
 

Stanton Bridge have worked with Creative Partnerships since 2007; The school has done a lot of work building a 
solid foundation and shared understanding of creativity and what creative learning looks like. The whole         
curriculum has been designed with creativity at it's heart.  Children are ready to speak positively about their 
learning and there is more smiling and laughing. Teachers and visitors to the school have commented on the 
increased confidence that the children are demonstrating.   
 

“Finally, as a school community, we would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank the whole cre8us team for 
the support and opportunity the Change School status has given us. It truly has made a difference to the lives of 
our children and will continue to do so.'   Nicole Fowles (Deputy Headteacher). 

How to find out more… 
     Tel:      024 7670 7665 
     Email: info@cre8us.org.uk 

Project title: ‘The Creative Bridge to Success’ 
Creative Agent: Lesley Whelan 


